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Accreditation/Accrediting Body  
The formal recognition by an external recognized body of the facilities, capability, objectivity, 

competence, and integrity of an agency, service, or operational group or individual to provide the\ specific 

service or operation needed. The term has multiple meanings depending on the sector. Laboratory 

accreditation assesses the capability of a laboratory to conduct testing, generally using standard test 

methods, and ensures it operates according to recognized international standards. 

American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators (AMBDI) 
A voluntary, international, not-for profit, professional certification board established to promote the 

highest standards of practice for medicolegal death investigators (see: www.abmdi.org). 

Associative Evidence 
Evidence that tends to link a person, place, thing, or event with another person, place, thing, or event 

Autopsy 
A medical procedure consisting of postmortem external and internal examination of a human body 

Biological Evidence 
Samples containing biological material (e.g. hair, tissue, bones, teeth, blood, semen, saliva or other bodily 

fluids) that have been  qualified  as  evidence  in  a case  by the court. 

Body Burden Calculation 
An estimate of the total drug in the body based on quantitative analysis of blood, urine, and/or tissue 

samples 

Cause of Death 
A medical opinion as to which disease, injury, or physiological derangement responsible for initiating the 

lethal sequence of events that resulted in a person`s death 

Certification 
Procedure by which a third  party gives written assurance that a person, product, process, or service 

conforms to specific requirements 

Coroner 
An elected or appointed official whose duty is to oversee medicolegal death investigations, usually for a 

single county, and ensure certification of cause and manner of death; duties vary based on local enabling 

statutes 

Chief Medicolegal Officer 
The medical examiner, coroner, justice of the peace or other official who oversees the operation of a 

medicolegal death investigation office and/or system 

Date & Time of Death 
Date and time an individual was thought to have really died; may be actual or estimated by a physician, or 

ME/C (varies by state) 

 

http://www.abmdi.org/
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Death Certificate 
A legal document certifying the cause of death of a particular individual; manner of death is included on 

most versions, which vary by state 

Designer Drug 
A drug with properties and effects similar to a known illicit or prohibited drug but having a slightly 

altered chemical structure, especially such a drug created in order to evade legislative controls 

Drug 
A substance other than food intended to affect the structure or function of the body 

Expert Toxicological Opinion 
A coherent, scientifically sound statement or statements regarding the meaning of analytical findings in a 

forensic case that is formulated from a consideration of the synthesis of analytical data, pre-analytical 

factors, case history, and other relevant information 

 

Extrapolation Calculation  
An estimation of a drug concentration (e.g., ethanol) at a time other than the time of the sample collection. 

There are two types of extrapolation: back (retrograde) and forward (anterograde) extrapolation 

Forensic Autopsy 
An autopsy authorized by law, and typically performed under the jurisdiction of a medical examiner or 

coroner for criminal justice and public health purposes 

Forensic Pathologist 
A physician who is board-certified in Anatomic Pathology or Anatomic and Clinical Pathology, as well as 

Forensic Pathology 

Forensic Pathology 
The practice of medicine in which the principles of pathology are applied to problems of potential legal, 

public health, or public safety significance; a common function is the performance of autopsies to 

determine the cause and manner of death 

Forensic Toxicology Laboratory 
A facility employing one or more employees (however named) who perform analytical functions in one 

or more sub-disciplines of forensic toxicology 

Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry (GC/MS) 
A separation technique (gas chromatography) coupled with a detection technique (mass spectrometry) 

High Resolution Mass Spectrometry (HRMS) 
A mass spectrometry instrument that can give at least 10,000 nominal mass resolving power at full width 

of the peak at half its maximum height (FWHM) for the compound of interest 

Illicit Drugs 
Substances used non-medically that are prohibited by law, including but not limited to stimulants, 

cannabis, cocaine, heroin, other opioids, and MDMA 
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Immediate Cause of Death 
Final event in the causal chain of events (disease or injury) that directly led to the death 

Interpretive Information 
Factual statements concerning detected analytes that may include, but not be limited to: drug scheduling 

information; pharmacokinetic/toxicokinetic information; pharmacodynamics/toxicodynamic information; 

or information regarding factors that can affect detection or quantitation of the analyte 

International Association of Coroners & Medical Examiners (IACME) 
National professional association consisting of medicolegal death investigation systems to establish a 

cooperative spirit to achieve uniform practices in the field of medicolegal death investigation 

Low Resolution Mass Spectrometry (LRMS) 
Measurement of the mass-to- charge (m/z) ratio of an ion`s aggregate atomic masses to within 1 m/z of 

the ion`s exact mass; A low resolution mass spectrometer is commonly known as a nominal mass 

analyzer 

Manner of Death 
Classification of death based on circumstances surrounding it, i.e. suicide, homicide, accident, natural, or 

undetermined: 

Accident - This manner is used when there is little or no evidence that the injury or poisoning 

occurred with intent to harm or cause death (i.e., the fatal outcome was unintentional) 

Could not be determined - This category is intended solely for deaths in which, after thorough 

investigation, it is impossible to establish the manner of death with reasonable certainty. It is used 

when the information pointing to one manner of death is no more compelling than one or more 

other competing manners of death when all available information is considered (i.e., when the 

medical examiner or coroner cannot decide which manner—accident, suicide, or homicide—best 

describes the manner of death). This category should not be used for cases pending further 

investigation. 

Homicide - Death from an injury or poisoning that occurs due to a volitional act committed by 

another person to cause fear, harm, or death. Intent to cause death is a common element but is not 

required for classification as homicide 

Natural - The death is due to a disease, chronic condition, the aging process, or some combination 

thereof 

Suicide - Death from injury or poisoning that occurs because of a self- inflicted act intended to 

harm or cause the death of oneself 

Mass Spectrometry (MS) 
Study of matter through the formation of gas phase ions that are characterized using mass spectrometers 

by their mass, charge, structure, and/or physiochemical properties 

Medical Certifier of Death 
Individual completing the medical portion of the death certificate including, time, cause, and manner of 

death (varies by state) 
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Medical Examiner 
An appointed forensic pathologist whose duty is to oversee medicolegal death investigations, perform 

postmortem examinations, and certify cause and manner of death. In some jurisdictions, individuals with 

other qualifications hold the title “Medical Examiner”, but for purposes of this document those 

individuals are considered medicolegal death investigators 

Medicolegal Investigation (MDI) 
Investigation that includes the collection of data, photographs, evidence, witness interviews, external 

examination of the body at the scene, and other forensic information and analysis that will contribute to 

the determination of cause and manner of death, reconstruction of the accident or crime scene, and 

support the provision of survivability factors. The medicolegal investigation falls within the exclusive 

purview of the medicolegal authority operating at the scene of an incident. A formal inquiry into the 

circumstances surrounding the death of a human being; the conclusions of the investigation are taken in 

concert with the autopsy findings and adjunctive studies in determining the cause and manner of death 

Medicolegal Investigator 
Professionals who investigate deaths in the jurisdiction of the medical examiner or coroner; responsible 

for performing investigations emphasizing information developed from the decedent and determining the 

extent to which further investigation is necessary in order to assist with determination of cause and 

manner of death 

Pathologist-in-training (Resident/Fellow) 
A physician who has graduated from medical school and is either in a pathology residency or a forensic 

pathology fellowship program 

Place of Injury 
The place where the injury occurred may be the same as or different from the place where the person was 

found unresponsive or dead. With drug toxicity deaths, the place where the decedent ingested, injected, or 

otherwise took the drug, if known, should be considered the place of injury. If this location is not known, 

but the place where the decedent was found unresponsive or dead is known, enter that location in the 

“Place of Injury” field. Indicate that this is the place the decedent was found unresponsive or dead, if 

space allows. In the absence of any information, report “unknown” for place of injury. 

Preliminary Results 
Laboratory test results that are pending confirmatory analysis 

Pronouncement of Death 
Date and time an individual was found to be legally dead. May be pronounced by a physician, ME/C, or 

hospice care (varies by state) 

Tandem Mass Spectrometry MS/MS\ 
Acquisition and study of the spectra of the product ions or precursor ions of m/z selected ions, or of 

precursor ions of a selected neutral mass loss 
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Toxicologist 
An individual (however named) who provides factual information and/or interpretive opinions related to 

the results of toxicological tests for court or investigative purposes. May be further defined by role (e.g., 

Toxicologist (General), Toxicologist (Alcohol), Toxicologist (Breath Alcohol)). 

Underlying Cause of Death 
Initiating event in the causal sequence that occurred closest to the time of death. Filled in one of the top 

lines in Part 1 of the Cause of  Death section 
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